
SHORT ARTICLES 

A REVIEW OF SIGNIFICANT PACTS IN THE 
PRESENT CENSUS OF CITIES 

w HILE the total increas? in the population of the United States 
(continental) in the decade 1900-1910 was about sixteen 
million (15,977,691), being an  increase of 21 per cent, that  

for urban territory * was more than eleven million (11,013,738), or 34.8 
par cent, and that for rural territory was less than five million (4,963,953), 
or 11.2 per cent. Thus it appears that 68.9 per cent of the increase in 
population was made in the cities. Furthermore, this is on the assump- 
tion that  all urban territory in 1910 was urban in 1900. This avoids the 
shifting of cities from rural t o  urban territory between the years of com- 
parison. 

This urban population in 1910 was 46.3 per cent of the total, while 
8.8 per cent more resided in incorporated places of less than 2,500 inhabi- 
tants. More than one fifth of the total population resided in cities of 
more than 100,000 inhabitants and about one tenth (9.2 per cent) in the 
three cities of more than one million. If we consider the metropolitan 
districts, including in each cas?, beside the central city, those, suburbs 
which belong industrially to  the city and in which the city’s life is domi- 
nant, we find 14.6 per cent of the total population in metropolitan dis- 
tricts of more than one million inhabitants. 

The question arises at once, what are the sources contributing to  this 
increase in the population of the cities? The nature of the population as 
it existed in 1910, classified according to  color and nativity, appears in 
Table I.3 This shows the difference in composition between the urban 
and rural population. 

1 The figures in this paper are taken directly or are derived from the abstract of the 
Thirteenth Census and two volumes of the Twelfth. 

* Urban population is defined by the Census Bureau as “that residing in cities and 
other incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more including New England towns 
of that population.” 

J The states are grouped in geographical sections as follows: New England; middle 
Atlantic including New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania; south Atlantic including 
the other states on the Atlantic seaboard and West Virginia; east north central includ- 
ing Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin; west north central including th’ose 
states north of Oklahoma and between the Mississippi river and the Rocky Mountains; 
east south central between the south Atlantic states and the Mississippi river; west 
south central including Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas; Mountain and 
Pacific. For convenience east is used to include New England and the middle Atlantic 
states, north to include the east and west north central states, west to include the moun- 
tain and Pacific states, south to  include the south Atlantic and the east and west 
south central states. 
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TABLE I 4  

PER CENT OF THE TOTAL POPULATION CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO NATIVITY AND R~cpl  

U. S.: Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

East 

North 

South 

West 

NATIVE 
PARENTAGE 

53.8 
64.1 
41.9 
42.8 
67.4 
34.2 
54.5 
62.7 
44 .5  
63.2 
65.4 
55.5 
52.4 
56.2 
48.3 

FOREIQN 
OR MIXED 

PARENTAGE 

20.5 
13.3 
29.0 
29.6 
17.5 
33.7 
27.8 
24.7 
31.6 
4 . 3  
2 . 5  

10.6 
24.5 
21.3 
27.3 

FOREIQN- 
BORN 

14.5 
7 . 5  

22.6 
25.6 
13.8 
29.3 
15.7 
11.3 
21.0 
2 . 5  
1 . 5  
5 . 8  

10.0 
17.6 
21.1 

NEQRO 

10.7 
14.5 
6 . 3  
1 . 9  
1 . 1  
2 . 1  
1 . 9  
0 . 9  
2 . 9  

29.8 
30.3 
28.0 
0 . 7  
0 . 3  
1 . 2  

We see that in the United States as a whole not quite 42 per cent of 
the total urban population are native whites of native parentage, 29 per 
cent are native whites of foreign or mixed parentage, 22.6 per cent are 
foreign-born whites and 6.3 per cent are Negroes. On the other hand, 
64 per cent of the total rural population are native whites of native par- 
entage and only 7.5 per cent are foreign-born whites. I n  the east the 
differences are even greater, only 34.2 per cent of the urban population 
being native whites of native parentage while this group constitutes 67.4 
per cent of the rural population. To  use a phrase of the census report, 
the “foreign-born whites and their children” constitute 63 per cent of 
the population of the eastern states. Only in the south is this group 
much less than one half of the urban population. 

Perhaps of more importance than the present condition is the nature 
of the increase. I n  Table I1 is shown the total rate of &ease and the 

TABLE I1 
RATES OF IXCREASE IN THE DECADE IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN CITIES OF VARIOUS 

SIZES 
NATIVE FOREIGN 

TOTAL PARENTAQE OR MIXED FOREIGN- NEGRO 
PARENTAGE BORN 

United States 21.0 20.9 20.8 30.7 11.2 
Cities of 500,000 or more 29 .0  21.8 25.4 40 .6  29 .5  
1oo,ooo-500J000 39.7 54.1 35.6 33 .9  29.8 
25,000-100,000 40 .3  45 .2  32.3 43 .9  31.8 

‘The sum of these per cents is not quite 100 because of the Indian, Chinese, Japa- 
nese and other racea not listed in this table. 
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rate of increase in each of the classes of population according to  nativity 
in cities of various sizes. 

The whites of native parentage have increased less rapidly than any 
of the other classes in cities of more than half a million inhabitants,-in 
fact only 1 per cent greater than in the country as a whole-while in the 
same cities the foreign-born population has increased most rapidly. The 
cities whose population is greater than 25,000 and less than 500,000 have 
grown much more rapidly than the larger ones, the rate of increase being 
about 40 per cent. In  these cities the increase in the native white popu- 
lation of native parentage is more rapid than that  of any of the other 
classes. It appears that  this element is going to  the medium sized cities 
and the foreign-born element is coming to the large cities. , 

In  this case the actual numbers are fully as illuminating as the per 
cents. In  Table 111, from which Table I1 was derived, it is seen that  the 
increase in the number of foreign-born whites in the eight cities of more 
than a half a. million inhabitants exceeds that in all of the other 221 cities 

TABLE I11 

ISCREASE IN THE UNITED S T A ~ S  mD. IN CITIES OF VARIOUS SIZES 

FOREIGN 
TOTAL NATIVE OR MIXED FOREIGX- NEGRO 

PARENTAGE PARENTAGE BORh- 

United States 15,977,691 8,539,213 3,251,820 3,131,728 993,i69 
500,000 or m v e  2,604,000 527,750 . 867,267 1,118,043 90,478 
100,000-500,000 2,498,765 1,200,722 723,232 518,487 144,131 
25,000-100,000 2,367,523 1,175,941 533,741 507,259 145,322 

whose population is over 25,000, and is more than one third of the total 
increase of foreign-born whites in the United States. On the other hand, 
the increase in the number of native whites of native parentage in these 
eight cities is less than one fourth (22.2 per cent) of that in the other cities 
of more than 25,000, in fact less than half of that  in either of the two 
classes of cities given in the table. 

The increase in native whites of foreign or mixed parentage in the 
largest cities is greater in actual numbers than that  in the other two 
classes of cities but is a smaller proportional gain than that  in either of 
the others, and only slightly greater than the increase in the native whites 
of native parentage as appears in Table 11. 

During the decade 1890-1900 the foreign-born element of the popu- 
lation increased only 1,091,716 or 11.8 per cent. This was notably less 
than the increase during the decade 1880-1890 which was 2,569,617. 
During the last ten years the increase has been greater than that  during 
any earlier decade, 3,174,610 or 30.7 per cent. Now the foreign-born 
constitute 14.7 per cent of our population, this being just the proportion 
in 1890. 
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I n  Table I V  is shown the per cent of the increase of the foreign-born 
population in comparison with that  during the preceding decades. In 
the last column of Table IV  is given the per cent of the total popula- 
tion living in cities having more than 100,000 inhabitants. The simi- 
larity to  the numbers in the preceding columns is rather striking. 

TABLE I V  

Xew England 
Middle Atlantic 

East 
East North Central 
West North Central 

North 
South Atlantic 
East South Central 
West South Central 

South 
Mountain 
Pacific 

West 

PER CENT PER CEXT 
INCREASE INCREASE 

1900-1910 1890-1900 
12.0 . 
48.3 

14.2 
2.6 

2.6 
-0 .1  

2.7 

4 . 8  
13.0 

80.1 

9 . 0  

3 . 3  

6.9 

PER CENT 
INCREASE INHABITANTS 

1880-1890 OF CITIES 

7.9 
42.3 

23.4 
7 .7  

5 .8  
2 . 9  
1 .8  

1 . 1  
8.2 

41.8 

44.5 

1 . 9  

10.5 

The proportion of foreign-born whites living in urban and rural dis- 
tricts and in cities of more than 100,000 inhabitants is given in Table V. 

TABLE Ti 

PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE IN URBAN AND RURAL TERRITORY LVD IN CITIES 
OF 1 0 0 , ~  

United States 
New England 
Middle Atlantic 
East Korth Central 
West North Central 
South Atlantic 
East South Central 
West South Central 
Mountain 
Pacific 

RURAL 

27.8 
7.6 

16.1 
28.6 
60.8 
34.0 
33.3 
60.8 
60.3 
38.7 

URBLU CITIES 

72.2 43.6 
92.4 31.6 
83.9 61.1 
71.4 46.1 
39.2 19.9 
66.0 39 .8  
6 6 . i  52.8 
39.2 26.3 
3 9 . i  19.8 
61.3 47.5 

I n  that  part of the United States between the Mississippi river and the 
Pacific states about 61 per cent of this group live in the country, but in 
all other parts by far the greater number is in urban territory,-the per 
cent ranging from 61.3 in the Pacific states to  92.4 in Xew England. Just 
slightly more than one fifth of the total foreign-born white population of 
the United States is in New York and Chicago, New York having 14.5 
per cent. 
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The distribution of the native whites of foreign or mixed parentage 
must, of course, be affected somewhat by the distribution of foreign- 
born, and very much by the distribution of foreign-born of two, three 
and four decades ago. These two elements enter into the present dis- 
tribution so much that  it is impossible to  make any inferences regarding 
the direction of change in residence of this group from the increase in its 
numbers in any class of cities or in any geographical section. 

The population of this clrtss in every section of the country, both urban 
and rural, is less than that of native parentage and greater than that  of 
the foreign-born. I n  every section the proportion of this 
class which is urban is greater than that  of the native whites of native par- 
entage. In  the east and north it is slightly less than that of the foreign- 
born, and in the west and south it issl ightly.greater. On the other 
hand, the rate of increase of this class in cities is less than that of the 
native parentage and only about two thirds that  of the foreign-born. 
(Table 11.) 

The negro race represents 10.7 per cent of the total population, the 
proportion continuing the decrease which has been almost uniform since 
1810. The proportion was 11.6 per cent in 1900 and 11.9 per cent in 
1890. 

I n  1900 22.7 per 
cent was urban. I n  the south the negroes are country-dwellers, but in 
every other section of the country the proportion of the negro population 
which is urban exceeds that  of any other class except that  of the foreign- 
born in the east and there the difference is very small. If we may speak 
of the south as the American home of the negro, 89 per cent of the race 
being in the south, i t  appears that  when the negro emigrates he goes to  
the city. This corresponds to  the experience of the whites as shown by 
the preponderance of the urban population among the foreign-born whites. 
The cities of the south show a slightly larger increase in negro population 
than those of the rest of the country. The cities whose populationis 
between 100,000 and 500,000 in the south have an increase of 31.4 per 
cent in negro population while t,he corresponding increase for cities of 
that size in the country as a whole is 29.8 per cent. This tendency does 
not appear among the whites, the numbers for comparison with these 
being 37.4 and 43.1 respectively. 

Table VI shows the distribution of the negro element of the popula- 
tion, urban and rural, for the different sections of the country. 

(Table I.) 

Of the total negro population 27.4 per cent is urban. 

TABLE VI  
DISTRIBUTION OF NEGROES 

TOTAL CUBAN RURAL 

Xorth and East 1,027,674 794,966 232,705 
South 8,749,427 1,854,455 6,894,972 
West 50,662 39,808 10,854 
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The comparison bekween the white and the Negro population, urban 
and rural, and the respective rates of increase is made in Table VII. 
Here the comparison is made of the conditions a t  the two times as they 
then existed, there being more cities in the urban territory in 1910 than in 
1900. 

TABLE VII 

' NEGRO AND WHITE POPULA4TION 

NEGRO WHITE 
1910 1900 1910 1900 

Total 9,827,763 8,833,994 81,731,957 66,809,196 
RURl 7,138,534 6,829,873 41,900,944 38,303,050 
Urban 2,689,229 2,004,121 39,831,913 28,506,146 

INCREASE PER CENT Lvcmam 
NEGRO WHITE NEQRO WHITE 

1910 1900 1910 1900 
Total 999,769 14,922,761 11.2 18.0 22.3 21.2 
Rural 308,661 3,596,994 4 . 5  13.7 9.4 12.4 
Urban 685,108 11,325,767 34.2 35.2 39.7 35.7 

While the per cent increase of the Kegro population is only about half 
of that  of the white population (11.2 and 22.3 respectively), yet the 
per cents of increase in the cities are not very different (34.2 and 39.7). 
Durkg  the preceding decade the rates of increase of the Negro and white 
elements were much more nearly the same. During that  time the rate 
of increase in the number of Negroes in the rural territory was materially 
greater than that in the number of whites and during the last decade i t  
is less than half. This result may be partly due to incomplete returns 
in 1890. 

To discover whether these differences were due to  locality or t o  race, 
since most of the Negro population is in the south, Table VIII  was made, 
corresponding exactly to  Table VII  but dealing with the south alone 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

TABLE VIII 

NEGRO AND W ~ r m  POPULATION IN TEE S o m  
NEGRO WHITE 

1910 1900 1910 1900 
8,749,427 7,922,969 20,547,420 16,521,970 
6,894,972 6,558,173 15,785,957 13,470,054 
1,845,455 1,364,796 4,761,463 3,051,916 

INCREME PER CENT INCREASE 

NEGRO WHITE NEGRO WHITE 

1910 1900 1910 1900 
Total 826,458 4,025,450 10.4 17.2 24.4 25.2 
Rural 336,799 2,3 15,903 5.1 14.6 17.2 22.9 
Urban 489,659 1,709,547 35.9 31.8 56.0 36.7 
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instead of with the whole United States. The differences are accentuated. 
The rates of increase in the white population both urban and rural are 
very much greater in the south than throughout the country and those 
of the Negro population are about the same. 

It may be added that  the greatest drift of the Negroes is to  the largest 
cities. In  1900 7.6 per cent of the race was living in cities of more than 
100,000 while in 1910 10.4 per cent was in such cities, showing a migra- 
tion of 2.8 per cent of the whole number into the large cities. The in- 
creased proportion in the smaller cities was less than half as much. 

W. 0. MENDENHALL. 
Earlham, Indiana. 

MOVING PICTURES AS A FACTOR I N  XUXICIPAL 
LIFE.1 

UR memories carry us back to  the friends we made and the ex- 
periences we enjoyed as children. Saturdays and vacations 0 were full of joy. The afternoons and evenings spent in play 

were our most delightful experiences. As we think about it now, we 
grew as we played. Our imaginations, emotions, brains and bodies all 
expanded. The hours of relaxation and recreation are the times in which 
we live. 

The uses to  which leisure time is put in our cities determine their 

1 Municipal Use of Moving Pictures. The moving pictures are every day demonstrat- 
ing their usefulness in a practical way zu well as from an amusement point of view. As 
The Municipal Journal points out, actual operations in road construction and other 
engineering work are now shown by this medium at  society meetings; the schools are 
using them for instruction purposes; and missionaries are teaching the heathen Bible 
stories by means of them. One week, it is reported, a missing city official whose absence 
is worrying his friends will be sought by having his photograph shown in 10,000 moving 
picture places by Pathe’s Weekly, in the hope that some one of the millions of spectaton 
may have seen him. This suggests, as The Journal says, that the police might use the 
same means for tracing fugitives, criminal or otherwise. Moving pictures showing the 
gait and bearing, as well aa the features of criminals, might be filed in the rogues’ gallery 
and used for this purpose. 

Still another municipal use is the teaching of the ignorant (and others) how t o  vote. 
A moving picture showing a voter entering, receiving, marking and depositing the ballot, 
and showing large a copy of acorrectly marked ballot, might not only relieve the attend- 
ants a t  the polling place of much trouble and shorten the time required per ballot, but 
would probably result in bringing out voters whom timidity of the unfamiliar might 
otherwise have kept at home. “The Journal suggests” that every city arrange to have 
shown at  every moving picture place, a t  each performance for a week preceding election, 
a short film illustrating voting, challenging, etc., a t  a booth similar to  the one used by 
them, ending with a large picture showing a properly marked ballot. There would 
always be a number of new voters, either just of age or newly made citizens or women 
just enfranchised, or others who have moved from places where the voting methods or 
ballot are somewhat different, to  whom this instruction would be very welcome. 

Work provides the necessities. 


